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December 23, 1914
[Written in pencil] Ans 12/28
1945 La France Avenue, South Pasadena, Calif.
Dear Mr. Stewart:Yours of December 21st received yesterday at the Institute. I had already written you regarding Dr: [sic]
Blanchard’s article. I don’t wonder that you wish to give some note of warning to the Lord’s children in
reference to the dangers from Secret Societies but I doubt if this article would be effective. There will be
two classes among our readers; in the first place, those who do not need the warning (I hope that is the
large majority of our readers); second, Those who do need the warning. With that class I feel quite
confident the article would not have the desired effect. When you hit a thing of this kind, you want to hit
it forcefully or not at all. The more I read the article, the more desultory and weak and ineffective it
seems to me. I am afraid that you and Mr. Hortpn [sic] and I were all influenced in our judgment of it by
our sympathy with the position taken in it. Dr. Kyle, the other man who approved of it, did not speak
heartily of it, and insisted on some corrections in it which I made. But even then, he did not feel that it
was what the article ought to be. I thank you for what you say about the Devotional Readings in the
King’s Business. I have already written about reducing the size of it. I presume you will receive my
letter to-day and I will receive a letter from you soon about it. In regard to the matter about which you
express a disappointment, namely, not having the “questions to be answered by Scripture References”
will say that I did not think that Mr. Hunter’s questions were such as you desired and therefore omitted
them but I have already asked Mr. Horton if he will not prepare questions, promising to help him out
myself when he did not have the time for it and he has agreed to do it. One matter in your letter, I do not
understand. Do you wish
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us to give the daily Scripture Reading Lessons on the Sunday School Lesson, even though we give no
comments upon it. That, of course, is easily done. As I read on through your letter, I judge this would be
what you do desire. This will occupy but few lines and would be helpful to some. Of course, this is
easily rectified and I will see to it in the next number. In regard to there being no article that specifically
emphasized prophecy would say, that while this is true, there were quite numerous references to prophecy
in my own notes. I doubt whether it would be wise to have an article on that subject in every number,
though doubtless in the “Answers to Questions” this will often be taken up. In fact in one or two of the
questions that I expect to put in the next number it will be taken up. I am working now on the next
number for I feel that we must get it out earlier. I takes them so long to get it out I am trying to get all the
copy in by the first of January, then certainly we ought to be able to publish it by the 15th. I was sorry to
find on inquiry that the whole list had not been turned over to Mr. Havermale but just piece meal, from
time to time. I am not sure whether he has got the whole list yet or not. After working so hard to get my
part through on time, it was discouraging to have the magazine delayed to the 21st and then some of them
not sent off. I am returning copy of letter to Mr. Stephens as you may wish to keep it for filing. I am
very glad that you wrote him not to delay the publication of Volume XII. I do not think that we want to
go extensively into publishing back numbers of Fundamentals but rather publish as we shall have
opportunity from time to time separate articles from Fundamentals. If people did not get the earlier

volumes, it was largely their own fault. I think we want to get this volume out as speedily as possible and
get the mailing list here and everything else here in our own hands. Sincerely yours,
R. A. Torrey p.

